


are at risk of extinction throughout their global range nor or are likely to become so in the foreseeable 
future." 

Federal policies must be based on the best available science. In addition to scientific data 
showing significant increases to the number of wolves nationally, the proposed rule also recognizes a 
number of significant changes in scientists' understanding of the taxonomy and historic habitat in the 
35 years since the gray wolf was first listed as endangered. 

The full delisting of the gray wolf is long overdue. Since wolves were first provided 
protections under the ESA, uncontrolled and unmanaged growth of wolf populations has resulted in 
devastating impacts on hunting and ranching and tragic damages to historically strong and healthy 
herds of moose, elk, big horn sheep and mule deer. This is why we believe it is critical that you 
reconsider your decision to list the Mexican wolf as a sub-species under ESA, which would have a 
severe impact on private landowners, including ranchers, in Arizona, New Mexico, and surrounding 
states. 

We believe that state governments are fully qualified to responsibly manage wolf populations 
and are better able to meet the needs of local communities and wildlife populations. Delisting the gray 
wolf under ESA would allow state wildlife officials to more effectively manage wolf populations, just 
as Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan have proven is possible. 

We urge that you move forward with finalizing and implementing the proposed rule to 
nationally delist the gray wolf - while reconsidering your proposal to list the Mexican wolf as a sub
species under ESA-without further delay. 
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